Hoicrznaoic 


p«  k  , :  t:: : : :: - imK - i::::::..,xieg 

Marple  Urban  District  Council. 


ANNUAL 

REPORTS 


HARRY  BURTON, 

MD.,  Durham;  M.R.C.S.,  Eng.; 

D.S.A.,  Lond.;  L.R.C.P., 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH, 

AND 

D.  J.  DIVER, 

SURVEYOR  AND  INSPECTOR, 

FOR  THE  YEAR,  1915. 


Marple  Urban  District 

1 1 II I  tl  I II 1 1 1 1 II I  III  II 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 II 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1  ]  1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1  i  II 1 1 1  i  II I  tl  1 1 1 II I II I II 1 1 1 1 1 1 II 1 1 1 1 II 1 1 1 II I  i  1 1 1 1 1  III  1 1 1 II I  i  1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1!  ( 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 II I II I II 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 !  1 1 1 1 1 !  1 1 1 1  III!  II I II I II I II 1 1 1 


M.D.,  Durham;  M.R.C.S.,  England ; 
L.S.A.,  London;  L.R.C.P., 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH, 

AND 


Surveyor  and  Inspector, 


iiiiiiiiiHmiiiiiiiiiiiiimmiiiiiimiiimmimiiii!iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiHtiiiiiiiiiimiiiimiiiiiiiiiMiiiiiiiiiiiiii!iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii!iiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 

J.  ANDREW  &  Co.,  PRINTERS,  CLARENDON  PLACE,  HYDE. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b29791923 


MARPLE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


miiiiiiiiimiHtiiimmmiimimmuMiimmmiiiiii 

Medical  Officer’s  Report 

itiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiMiiuiiiiiiiiiimiiiiiiiiuiiimiii 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
MARPLE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Sir  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  my  Eighteenth 
Annual  Report. 

The  area  of  your  district  is  3,053  acres,  urban  and  rural. 

The  physical  features  and  character  of  the  district  are  of  a 
hilly  nature,  intersected  by  valleys,  and  with  the  river  Goyt  wind¬ 
ing  through  the  outer  borders. 

The  village  is  chiefly  built  on  a  slope,  with  a  west  and  north¬ 
west  gradient. 

The  height  above  sea  level  varie-s  'from  450  to  633  feet.  It  is 
well  wooded  and  drained,  except  parts  of  Marple  Dale,  which  are 
damp  and  humid,  owing  to  insufficient  fall  and  nearness  to  the 
river.  The  sub-soil  is  chiefly  clay,  with  faults  of  sand  and  marl, 
although,  owing  to  its  natural  drainage,  it  is  fairly  dry  and  healthy. 

The  district  is  chiefly  a  residential  one,  consisting  of  fairly  large 
property,  tenanted  and  owned  by  people  wdth  businesses  in  the  ad¬ 
jacent  towns  of  Manchester,  Stockport,  etc. 

There  are  three  mills  and  a  few  small  works.  The  chief  industry 
cotton  spinning  and  manufacturing. 

The  cottages  are,  generally  speaking,  roomy  and  well  ventilated, 
but  there  is  still  a  demand  for  more  cottage  property. 

I  estimate  the  population  for  1915  at  6,600. 
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The  flushing  of  the  dead  ends  of  sewers,  as  at  present  practised, 
will  not  be  sufficient  in  a  dry  season,  and  thorough  flushing  of  the 
whole  system  will  be  necessary. 

The  disposal  of  excrement  in  the  district  is  by  three  methods, 
viz.,  water  carriage,  pails,  and  middens.  We  are  still  converting 
privy  middens  into  water  closets  as  rapidly  as  possible.  The  num¬ 
ber  of  such  middens  have  fallen  from  610  last  year  to  487  this,  but 
much  still  requires  to  be  done. 

There  are  now  843  water  closets  and  309  slop  water  closets. 
In  the  whole  of  the  district  there  are  only  20  cesspools.  You  will 
see  from  the  Inspector's  Report  that  no  less  than  283  premises  were 
inspected  in  the  year,  and  138  defects  abated,  with  179  still  in  hand. 

The  pails  and  middens  are  emptied  by  the  Council’s  men  as 
quickly  as  possible,  but  it  is  impossible  to  do  all  this  at  night,  and 
the  result  is  not  very  satisfactory.  Ashbins  and  pails  are  collected 
weekly.  There  are  1,010  ashbins,  compared  with  90  seven  years 
ago.  The  refuse  is  deposited  on  tips  away  from  habitation. 

The  water  supply  o»f  Mairple  is  obtained  from  the  Stockport 
Corporation,  from  Lyme  and  Kinder.  The  water  is  good  in  quality, 
although  occasionally  complaints  are  heard  that  it  is  brown,  or 
reddish,  and  throws  down  a  deposit.  I  do  not  consider  it  injurious 
to  health  if  filtered,  although  it  is  unsightly.  Some  of  the  mains 
are  very  much  encrusted  from  age. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

This  is  abundant,  and  of  good  quality,  and  if  sufficient  care  is 
only  taken  by  the  milkers  to  have  their  hands  clean,  and  the  cows’ 
udders  washed,  and  the  utensils  kept  perfectly  free  from  dust,  there 
would  be  no  complaints. 

No  oases  of  unsound  food  or  meat  came  to  my  knowledge  dur¬ 
ing  the  year. 

The  Infantile  Death  Rate  has  been  much  higher  this  year,  viz., 
125  as  against  78' 9  last  year.  Two  of  the  deaths  were  due  to  pre¬ 
mature  birth. 


ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 

There  has  been  an  epidemic  of  Scarlet  Fever  this  year — 31 
cases.  They  were  all  of  a  mild  type.  Ten  were  sent  to  Hospital  and 
the  remainder  treated  at  home.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the 
district  was  entirely  free  from  infectious  cases.  One  case  of 
Diphtheria,  two  of  Erysipelas,  and  one  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
were  notified. 
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No  deaths  occurred  from  specific  diseases  during  the  year. 

PHTHISIS. 

Four  deaths  occurred  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  two 
from  other  Tuberculous  diseases. 

The  Schools  were  fumigated  and  disinfected,  and  one  was  closed 
for  two  weeks. 
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Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  year  1915. 

MARPLE  URBAN  DISTRICT. 
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Isolation  Hospital :  Hyde  Infectious  Hospital,  Cheshire,  2  Beds. 
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The  following  Adoptive  Acts  are  in  force: — 

Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Act. 

Public  Health.  Amendment  Act,  1909. 

Tuberculosis  Act,  1912. 

Bye-L  AWS. 

New  Streets  and  Buildings,  Common  Lodging-houses. 
Slaughter-houses',  Cleansing  and  Scavenging. 

Offensive  Trades,  Hackney  Carriages. 

DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS. 

These  have  been  periodically  inspected,  -and  found  healthy  and 
clean.  In  three  cases  defects  were  found  and  rectified. 

SCHOOLS. 

The  Schools  have  been  inspected,  and  -found  healthy  and  well 
ventilated.  In  all  the  schools  water  closets  have  been  erected. 


The  Factories,  Workshops,  and  Bakehouses  have  been  systemati¬ 
cally  inspected  ;  16  defects  have  been  found  in  the  latter.  They 
are  all  clean,  healthy,  and  in  a  good  sanitary  state. 

Under  the  Housing  Inspection  Act,  1909,  165  dwellings  were 
inspected  this  year  and  the  number  of  defects  remedied  was  142. 


The  following  nuisances  have  been  dealt  with,  viz.  : — 


Defective  drains  . 

Privies  converted  into  w.c.’s  . 

Insanitary  conditions  . 

Structural  defects  in  Bakehouses 

Defective  pavings  . 

Defects  in  Cowsheds,  etc . 

Improper  windows  . 

Accumulation  of  Refuse  . 


Nuisances  abated  . 

Nuisances  not  abated 


49 

123 

3 

4 

13 

8 

32 

6 


238 

179 


417 


Total 


METEOROLOGICAL. 
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March . 
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15 
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April  . 
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June  . 
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August  . 
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September  ... 

.  0-65 

yy 

yy 

yy 
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October  . 
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December  ... 
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21 
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Total  rainfall  in  year  32.54  inches;  Rain  fell  on  161  days. 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT. 

There  are  11  factories  and  33  workshops  in  the  district.  These 
have  been  inspected  periodically,  and  all  defects  (minor  ones)  recti¬ 
fied.  They  were  all  in  a  healthy  condition — lime  washed,  good  ven¬ 
tilation,  no  overcrowding,  and  clean.  All  the  .sanitary  arrange¬ 
ments  are  good. 

There  are  10  bakehouses  in  the  district.  All  were  clean  and 
whitewashed. 

There  are  5  slaughter-houses  and  they  are  all  well  paved, 
drained,  and  whitewashed,  and  no  defects  were  found. 


There  were  no  oases  of  overcrowding,  and  no  illegal  employ¬ 
ment  of  girls.  No  legal  proceedings  were  taken  during  the  year. 

The  canal  boats  were  inspected- — 29  in  number.  No  defects. 

No  smoke  nuisances  occurred  during  the  year. 


RECOMMENDATIONS. 

1.  Veterinary  inspector  of  cattle. 

2.  Better  flushing  and  ventilation  of  sewers. 

3.  Improvement  in  condition  of  private  streets. 
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In  conclusion,  gentlemen,  I  consider  this  report  to  be  a  fairly 
satisfactory  one,  in  that  the  Death  Hate  is  low,  but  unsatisfactory 
because  the  Inf  antile  Death  Rate  is  high,  and.  the  Birth  Rate  one  of 
the  lowest  on  record.  There  were  a  large  number  of  Infectious 
Diseases,  but  no  deaths,  except  two  from  Influenza  with  complica¬ 
tions. 

I  am,  Gentlemen. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

HARRY  BURTON, 

M.D.,  Durham,  M.R.C.S.,  Eng., 
L.S.A.,  Lend.,  L.R.C.P.,  etc. 
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MARPLE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 

Surveyor  and  Inspector  s  Report. 

i  mu  mm  hi  in  iiiiiiiiiii  in  in  mm  in  in  him  hum  mm 

TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
MARPLE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Gentlemen, 

I  Lave  tLe  .honour  to  lay  before  you  my  Report  for  the  year 
ending  December,  1915. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION. 

I  have  from  time  to  time  inspected  various  premises  for  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining  the  existence  of  sanitary  defects,  with  the 
result  that  283  premises  have  been  inspected,  417  defects  discovered, 
238  of  which  have  been  remedied,  and  179  are  still  in  hand. 

In  most  oases  the  -owners  carry  -out  the  works  without  unreason¬ 
able  delay,  but  in  18  cases  it  was  necessary  to  serve  statutory  notices 
to  secure  .the  abatement  of  the  nuisance. 

Particular  attention  has  been  directed  to  the  conversion  of 
privies  into  water  closets,  with  the  result  that  123  water  closets 
have  been  substituted  for  privies. 

The  nuisances  -dealt  with  were  as  follows : — 


Defective  drains  .  49 

Privies  converted  into  water  closets  .  123 

Defective  pavings  .  13 

Defects  in  dairies  and  cowsheds  .  8 

Accumulation  of  refuse  .  6 

Defects  in  bakehouses  .  4 

Insanitary  conditions  .  3 

Improper  windows  to  cottages  .  32 


Nuisances  -abated  .  238 

Nuisances  not  abated  .  179 


Total  .  417 
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WATER  CLOSETS,  PRIVIES,  ASHPITS.  Etc. 

The  number  of  water  closets  and  other  conveniences  in  the  dis¬ 
trict  are  as  follows  : — 


Water  Closets  .  843 

Slop  Water  Closets  .  309 — 1,152 

Privy  Middens  .  487 

Pail  Closets  . . .  81 —  568 

Dry  Ashpits  . . 206 

Ash  Bins  . .  1,010 

Cesspools  _ .... . 20 


HOUSING  INSPECTION,  1909  ACT. 

The  number  of  dwellings  inspected  under  this  Act  during  the 

year  was  . 165 

The  number  of  dwellings  considered  unfit  for  human  habita¬ 
tion  was  .  0 

The  number  of  representations  made'  to  the  Council  with  a 

view  to  making  closing  orders  was  .  0 

The  number  of  defects  remedied  without  making  closing 

orders  was  .  142 

COLLECTION  OF  HOUSE  REFUSE. 

This  work  is  carried  out  by  direct  employment  of  labour.  The 
privies  and  ashpits  are  emptied  at  regular  period's  varying  from  two 
weeks  to  twelve  weeks,  the  contents  being  taken  to  convenient  tips 
in  various  parts  of  the  district. 

The  'ash bins  and  privy-pails  are  cleared  weekly. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

During  the  year  33  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  have  been  noti¬ 
fied,  consisting  of  1  case  of  Diphtheria-,  1  case  of  Ophthalmia 
Neonatorum,  and  31  oases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  of  which  10  cases  were 
sent  to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  the  remaining  cases  being  nursed  at 
home. 


The  cases  of  Scarlet'  Fever  occurred  as  follows  : — 


January 
February 
March  . . 
April  . . . 

M  ay  . 

June 


5  July  . . 

3  August  ... 
2  September 

1  October  . . 

2  November 
1  December 


0 

2 

4 

9 

o 

0 


15 


The  practice  of  disinfecting  the  Schools  when  Scarlet  Fever 
occurs  has  been  followed,  the  Schools  having  been  disinfected  on 
eight  occasions. 

SCHOOLS. 

There  are  four  Elementary  Schools  in  the  district,  and  it  is 
pleasant  to  be  able  to  record  that  three  of  the  said  Schools  are  now 
provided  with  proper  sanitary  accommodation,  the  alteration  from 
privy  pails  to  water  closets,  in  two1  cases,  being  made  during  the 
year  under  review. 

DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS. 

The  dairies  and  cowsheds  have  been  inspected  from  time  to 
time,  and  in  three  cases  it  was  necessary  to  write  to  the  owners  to 
secure  the  abatement  of  the  nuisance. 

BAKEHOUSES. 

There  are  ten  bakehouses  in  the  district.  These  have  been  fre¬ 
quently  inspected,  six  defects  being  discovered. 

CANAL  BOATS. 

The  inspection  of  canal  boats  has  been  attended  to.  Twenty- 
nine  boats  have  been  inspected  ;  no  defects  were  discovered. 

SEWERS. 

The  sewers  have  been  periodically  examined,  and  appear  to  be 
in  aood  order.  No  new  sewers  have  been  laid  during  the  year. 

WINDLEHURST  ROAD  SEWER. 


This  matter  lias  received  the  attention  of  your  Committee,  who 
have  instructed  your  Surveyor  to  prepare  plans  and  estimates  for 
the  work. 

SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  WORKS. 

The  works  for  the  purification  of  sewage  consist  of  a  screening 
chamber  of  6,000  gallons  capacity,  septic  tanks  of  95,000  gallons 
capacity,  primary  filters  of  600  yards  superficial  area,,  secondary 
filters  of  500  yards  superficial  area,  and  three  acres  of  land. 

The  works  for  dealing  with  the  storm  water  over  three  times  dry 
weather  flow  consist  of  two  tanks  having  a  total  capacity  of  80,000 
gallons.  The  amount  of  sewage  flowing  to  the  works  in  dry  weather 
ip  130,000  gallons  per  day,  which  flow  will  increase  correspond¬ 
ingly  with  the  erection  of  new  buildings  and  the  conversion  of 
privies  into  water  closets. 
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LOW  MARPLE  SEWAGE  SCHEME. 

This  matter  has  now  been  finally  arranged,  but  tbe  construc- 
tion  of  the  sewers  is  held  up  until  after  the  war. 

RECREATION  GROUNDS. 

The  above  grounds  have  been  maintained  in  good  condition. 
No  works  of  a  special  character  have  been  carried  out  during  the 
year. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  water  supply  is  obtained  from  the  Stockport.  Corporation 
No  serious  difficulty  has  been  experienced ;  the  consumption  has 
been  normal. 

Waste  of  all  description  has  been  carefully  watched.  The 
underground  waste  lias  had  special  attention.  Ten  night  inspec¬ 
tions  have  been  made,  resulting  in  the  location  of  19  underground 
leakages.  In  addition  to  the  underground  leakages,  35  above  ground 
leakages  and  712  defective  taps  have  been  repaired. 


WATER  MAINS. 

Some  of  the  water  mains  have  now  been  laid  over  30  years,  are 
badly  encrusted,  and  need  early  attention.  Your  Committee  have 
considered  the  matter,  and  have  instructed  your  Surveyor  as  a  pre¬ 
liminary  step  to  scrape  the  worst  (portions  of  Windlehurst  Road 
water  main,  and  to  connect  the  said  main  to  the  old  6  in.  pumping 
main  at  Moseley  Brow. 

MAIN  ROADS. 

The  main  roads  have  been  maintained  up  to  the  usual  standard, 
and  are  in  good  condition.  During  the  year  1,242  yards  super  of 
tar-macadam,  700  yards  of  grit  sett  paving,  and  2,883  yards  of 
tarred  granite  carpet  have  been  laid. 


The  main  road  footpaths  have  also  had  attention,  678  yards 
super  of  asphalt  and  125  yards  super  of  flagging  being  laid  during 
the  year. 


DISTRICT  ROADS. 

The  repairs  to  district  roads  have  been  limited  to  patching 
macadam  and  sett  paving.  No  lengths  have  been  renewed.  One 
road  improvement  has  been  carried  out,  consisting  oif  rounding -off 
the  dangerous  corner  in  Hibbert  Lane, 
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The  district  road  footpaths  have  received  fair  attention,  the 
principal  work  being  the  laying  of  970  yards  super  of  asphalt  in 
Church  Lane. 

PRIVATE  STREETS. 

During  the  year  Derby  Street  has  been  made  up  -and  taken 
over  by  the  Council  under  the  Private  Street  Works  Act. 

The  following  streets  are  in  bad  condition,  and.  should  be  made 
up  as  soon  as  possible: — 

St.  John’s  Street.  East  Vale. 

Chadwick  Street.  Ley  Hey  Road. 

Chapel  Fields.  Union  Road 

WINDLEHURST  ROAD  WIDENING. 

The  question  of  widening  Windlehurst  Road  from  Hawk  Green 
bo  Torkington  Road  is  receiving  the  consideration  of  your  Com¬ 
mittee,  and  as  a  preliminary  step  a  plan  of  the  proposed  improve¬ 
ment  has  been  prepared. 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


January  7th,  1916. 


D.  J.  DIVER, 

Surveyor  and  Inspector. 


